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How the Read-a-Thon works:

The Read-a-Thon will typically take a total of 4 weeks.  It will kick off with a 30-minute school assembly where a FAVL representative will give an interactive presentation (with pictures!) about FAVL’s work and get the kids excited about the Read-a-Thon.  

Teachers or student council representatives will each be given packets to distribute among students. Participating students will set a goal of reading minutes.  Over the next two weeks, students will solicit sponsors and gather African books to read.   

The third week is Reading Week!  Teachers, parents, librarians, etc will encourage students to keep track of any time they spend reading using their Time Sheet form.      

Readers then collect the donations promised by sponsors and turn them into the teacher by the end of the forth week.

Dear Friend of African Village Libraries,

Thank you for your interest in helping children read in Africa.  Your efforts over the coming weeks have the ability to make a large impact in the lives of hundreds of other people.  

Remember, the dollars you raise will go a long way in Africa.  For instance, $10 covers the purchase of two new African novels, dictionaries or other valuable reading material.  $100 covers a librarian’s salary for half a year!   

Here is refresher on how the read-a-thon will run:

Weeks 1&2:  Set reading goals. Talk with family, friends and neighbors about sponsoring you in the Read-a-Thon.  Gather books to read about Africa or by African authors. 

Week 3:  Reading week! Read for as many minutes as you can—and enjoy it!  At the end of the week, total up the number of minutes you spent reading. 

Week 4:  Collect the donations promised to you by sponsors and turn in the money and sponsor form to your teacher.

Good luck, but most of all, HAVE FUN!

Sarah Sennott

Director 

Read-a-Thon Program

Friends of African Village Libraries


Some Tips on Approaching Sponsors

· Be Prepared.  Practice what you are going to say to your sponsor.  A sample opening conversation is included below.

· Use your resources.  Approach people in your immediate surroundings (neighbors, coaches, local business owners, friends) or email some of your more tech-savvy relatives.

· Know the facts. What is FAVL? Why do people in Africa need libraries? (See Facts about FAVL)

· Don’t push it.  Some people may already give a lot of money to other charities or simply can’t afford to sponsor you.  It’s just as important that you are spreading the word about our brothers and sisters in Africa.  Be sure to thank anyone who takes the time to speak with you!  
Sample Opening Conversation or Email

Greetings!

I am here/writing this letter to tell you about a really neat fundraising event I am involved in at school.  It is a read-a-thon, called Read For Africa. It is a great way for me to learn more about the world around me and at the same time, help children who don’t have many books to read. 

The organization we are raising money for is called Friends of African Village Libraries (FAVL, for short).  It is a non-profit organization establishing libraries in rural villages in Africa. The money raised will be going towards books, a local librarian’s salary, shelving and other construction costs.  

During the read-a-thon, each person at my school will read as much as they can during the one-week reading period.  I will be trying to read as many books as I can about Africa or by African authors to learn more about the people I am trying to help.  If you choose to sponsor me, you can donate either a fixed amount or an amount per minute I read.  My goal is to read for ___ minutes.

You can find out more about FAVL on their website, www.favl.org.  One really neat thing about FAVL is that volunteers run it, so virtually all of the money you donate is going directly to the libraries in Africa. And since FAVL is a non-for-profit organization, any money you donate is tax-deductible!  Thanks for taking the time to listen to me. 


FACTS

ABOUT READING IN AFRICA…

· Opportunities to read are scarce throughout rural villages in sub-Saharan Africa: schoolchildren commonly share textbooks and purchasing a books is simply out of reach for most village parents. 

· The result is low reading levels: in Burkina Faso, a country in West Africa, the literacy rate is only 15% for women and 25% for men.

· Even in countries where literacy rates are higher, there are few communal spaces where people share the joy of reading we all take for granted, like libraries.

ABOUT FAVL…

· The above facts help explain why FAVL’s mission is to help establish libraries in rural villages in Africa. 

· FAVL is a tax-exempt, non-profit organization based in San Jose, California.

· Most of FAVL’s seven-person board of directors have experience as development workers in Africa, and all are affiliated with other non-profit organizations.

· In five years, FAVL has established and successfully operated seven village libraries in Burkina Faso and Ghana.  

· A FAVL library holds approximately 1,000 books for children of all ages and literate adults.

· Four libraries are equipped with solar panels permitting evening reading hours.

· Research on the effectiveness of FAVL libraries indicates that the reading of books among 10th graders has doubled (from six to 12 books per year) in villages with FAVL libraries compared to villages with out libraries.  

· FAVL provides villages with the refurbishing of an existing building, furniture and shelving, donated and locally-purchased books, and a salary for the librarian.  FAVL sponsors librarian training, outreach and advocacy.  

· To learn more about FAVL, visit their website, www.favl.org, where you can sign up for their newsletter and see pictures of the libraries.

Read-a-Thon Time Recording Sheet

Minutes Reading About Africa

             Total:  ____________
Other Reading Minutes

                      Total:  ____________
TOTAL OF BOTH COLUMNS: __________

